While I was in school, I enjoyed learning from teachers that express their enthusiasm for the subject. Their positive energy would get me interested in the topic and make me feel comfortable asking for help. Those same teachers would explain the material in a familiar way to how my classmates and I would communicate every day. Not only did it make it easier for me to understand, I felt like those teachers cared about me in my education. My goal as a secondary math teacher is to not only share my knowledge and instruct as a teacher, but to also learn about my students and grow as their mentor. By having a strong student-teacher relationship it encourages students to become more actively involved in the classroom, it increases their thirst for knowledge, and it allows them to trust the guidance I provide as their teacher. 
Building a strong bond with anyone makes it easier to communicate with them and learn more about their thinking and perspectives on things. When my teachers made the classroom feel like everyone’s ideas were important, I was more outspoken compared to my other classes. Being able to feel comfortable and confident in my responses during class discussions, I start to enjoy the class and take more pride in my work for that class. I want to do the same for my students because math is a difficult subject and it’s not everyone’s favorite cup of tea. In order to have active participation in my classroom, I will aim to differentiate my instruction. According the National Research Council quoted in Carol Ann Tomlinson’s How to Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms, “…the meaning-making process is influenced by the student’s prior understandings, interests, beliefs, how the students learns best, and the student’s attitudes  about self and school.”(8) If I strive to know these aspects of my students and students begin to feel comfortable sharing their ideas with me and the rest of the class, I anticipate to have an increase in class participation as well as my professional relationship with the students.
Another reason for having a strong student-teacher relationship is that it can increase students’ curiosity for learning. As a teacher, I want to share my expertise with my students so they can be able to transfer and expound on the information they have learned from me. I must model what I expect my students to do and to become. As a student, the teacher wasn’t always my first resource for help. I know there are times I might not understand the main concept after the first two instructions, but I would try to seek help for clarification and build on from what I was first taught with what I learned from either my peers or other teachers. To have my students seek me for help and their peers shows that they are taking initiative to know what they need to know. I will model the same ethic by modifying my lessons that fit their needs based off of formative assessments and their questions. When making modifications, I will collaborate with my colleagues to find new approaches. I want my students to make that same effort to try to learn as much as they can from all their resources so that they will be able to transfer their knowledge to future classes and careers. I believe if I can have a good relationship with my students, I can help increase their thirst for knowledge.

Lastly, my students’ trust is what I want to obtain each school year. I might not be their favorite teacher or again they still might not like math, but I want them to know that I care about their education and I just want nothing but the best for them. Having their trust instills both class participation and a desire to learn within my classroom. For other math classes they may have to take, I want them to know that they can still depend on me to help and guide them. I had a teacher like this and it made me feel more confident not only in my school work, but for the goals I planned for myself in the future. To ensure these qualities of a teacher, I plan to improve my instruction by learning more strategies and different perspectives so I can differentiate the material effectively to meet the learning needs of all of my students. Sometimes, students may need that extra push from someone else they trust to let them know they can do whatever it is they set out to do. By establishing a strong bond with my students, it can increase my chances of impacting the lives of next leaders of the world.

